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wishing to pursue an adventurous policy, or being bent
on conquest, her only object was to safeguard her South
Slav possessions, which of course included Trieste. Natur-
ally the most acceptable solution of the question would be
a small Serbia, defeated by the enemy, and he would very
much prefer this to a possible occupation of Serbia by the
Monarchy. But, failing the first alternative, the Monarchy
would be compelled to take action, in order to safeguard
her possessions. There must be no mistake as to the danger
of a Great Serbian "Piedmont," weighing as a military fac-
tor, on the borders of the Monarchy.167
This telegram arrived at Berlin while Bethmann-
Hollweg and Jagow, the German Secretary of State, were
absent at Kiel at the Kaiser's annual yachting festival, at
which the Italian King and Queen, accompanied by their
Minister of Foreign Affairs, San Giuliano, were also present.
Zimmermann, the Under-Secretary at Berlin, forwarded the
telegram to Kiel, with the moderating German comment:
Fur the moment there hardly seems to be any ground
for special nervousness on Vienna's part, because one can
scarcely talk as yet of the danger of a Great Serbia. Our
business should be to exercise a quieting influence on Vienna,
and see that she keeps us regularly informed of her inten-
tions and takes no decisions before hearing what we have
to say.169
Meanwhile Berchtold had become increasingly nervous.
He feared that Rumania was about to fall upon Bulgaria
and so weaken her that Serbia would have a complete vic-
tory, and then the Greater Serbia danger would be greater
than ever. He therefore telegraphed to the Austrian Am-
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